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Introduction

This play called The Great Animal Debate was imagined by Joel Wesley while
staying at Hawley Lake. This isolated lake, near Weenusk in northern Ontario,
turned out to be a good place for Joel to reflect on his past experiences. It
was while living there and observing the animals (rabbits, martens, owls, and
eagles) at a distance that a story started to develop in the back of Joel’s
mind. The idea of a story became stronger when Joel saw how the animals
interacted with him and the environment: young otters coming close to him
with their innate curiosity and squeaking sounds as the mother otter nearby
keeps a close eye on her young and a polar bear carefully examining him
from a distance. Back then Joel didn’t know where to begin so he put his
ideas down on paper in order not to forget.

Two years ago, while going through his papers, Joel decided to go ahead
with his story about the animals and the environment. At first it was just a
story in itself, another legend. After reading the first draft, Joel decided to
write this story in the form of a play.

Joel's play deals with the first appearance of the First Nations people on the
land previously occupied only by animals and a mythical being called
Weesakeechak. The Great Animal Debate addresses concerns the animals
had with the effect of these newcomers on the environment in the past. Many
of these environmental concerns and are as valid today as they were then.
This play is intended for production by students in the Junior and
Intermediate divisions.
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A Note from the Author

| grew up in Fort Albany where | attended St. Anne’s Residential School from
1957-1967. After completing residential school, | went to KLCVI in Kirkland Lake
along with other residential school survivors who were sent there for further
education. To some of us it was culture shock as there were no resources available
to help us deal with any problems we may have had. However, we had a very good
Native counselor who was concerned for our well-being, did his best, and
encouraged us to remain in school. During this time, we had to be creative to
entertain ourselves in terms of sports and recreation and to stay together to help
each other out. | failed my first year in high school, but with the encouragement of
my counselor, | did not give up and managed to graduate high school. Then | went
on to Northern College in the same town as | had developed many friends there
while in high school. After college, | went to work for a bank as an accountant while
| decided what do to with my life. It was while working at the bank that | met an
elder who through conversation and advice told me that | had qualities and gifts
given to me that | should pursue and that I should go to university. | did this and
eventually graduated. It was a new and difficult experience, as | had no idea of what
| was getting into. | had to work on my own and read assignments given to me. The
hard part was the essays | had to research and put into writing. Again, without the
help of my professors and encouragement from my wife | would probably have
given up. There were times when | was frustrated due to the demands of the
amount of work and reading involved.

My advice to the young people today is never give up where obstacles are
concerned as the Creator has given us the journey of life. It is up to every one of us
to find our destination by listening to our elders, paying attention to our
experiences, and making choices that are beneficial to us.

Along the way in my journey of life, | have found my gifts in the form of
entertainment. | have been singing since | was eight years old. Later on, | became a
songwriter in the Cree language and a storyteller by telling stories passed on to me
by listening to my elders. Back then there was no technology like we have these
days. By listening to legends being told repeatedly, we developed great skills for
listening and memorization. This was the tradition passed on by our elders of
yesterday. This is the tradition | wish to pass on today.
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Cast of Characters
(in order of appearance)
Bear

Eagle

Wolf

Shrew

Frog

Wolverine

Pike

Skunk

Rabbit

Lynx

Moose

Beaver

Goose

Robin Redbreast
Cat and Dog

Weasel

Mole

Time

In the beginning, the animals were the only ones inhabiting the forest. The animals kept
their space with respect to each other’s traditional habitat according to the laws and
understandings as spoken by Weesakeechak before he went out east and settled down
inside a cave. The laws referred to his deeds and behaviours toward each individual animal
family he met on his many travels in the forest. This includes respect for the environment.
The Bear was chosen as the leader and the one to approach should a problem arise and
to settle differences or disputes.

Before the fowl migrated south and the other animals hibernated for the winter, a meeting
was called to discuss the newcomers who were inhabiting their forest, causing some
concern done to the environment. All the animals who lived in the forest were invited to a
meeting along with the fish and the fowl. Those who lived farther north sent
representatives to speak on their behalf at the meeting. The Polar Bear asked the Seal to
be its spokesperson should any situation arise, as the Seal was always curious and very
attentive at any given event, but the Seal’s purpose was mainly to listen and report to the
Polar Bear. This was the only time a truce was in effect between the Polar Bear and the
Seal or any other inhabitants for that matter.

Place

The meeting was held at the edge of the forest near a river on a wide-open sandy beach
and marshy area for the benefit of the fish since they had no lungs, except for the Pike
who was to speak for the fish. The Pike was given this one chance to speak, as he was
not as il tempered as the Pickerel who was naturally aggressive in nature. The fish floated
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on the surface of the water and listened what their neighbours had to say. One of the
animals in the forest happened to know the international sign language that the fow! and
fish could understand, so the fish and the fowl! focused their eyes on that particular animal,

Setting

All the animals were sitting in a circle along with the fish for the meeting because
everybody was equal. The only animals accorded a little space were the wolverines due to
their aggressive nature. It was a beautiful day when the meeting was called. A day filled
with lots of sunshine and a gentle breeze: a day when the leaves were starting to turn gold.

Bear: “First of all, | would like to ask our brother, the Eagle to
serve as a lookout during this conference.”

The Eagle took off from the ground and landed on the tallest tree available within the circle
as requested. Then the Eagle listened in on the meeting.

Bear: “Thank you, brother Eagle. As you know, | was asked to cal
this meeting concerning the newcomers who are now inhabiting
this forest that our brother Weesakeechak left for us to look after.
Although | have not seen these newcomers, can somebody tell
me what they look like so our brothers and sisters present here
can avoid running into them.”
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The Bear sat down after standing on his hind legs and looked around to see who would be
the first animal to speak. The Bear scratched its ear and proceeded to clean the wax out
of it. Of all the animals to speak first, the one the other animals did not expect to speak
was the Wolf who was usually shy and quiet. The Wolf stood up, looked around at all its
brothers and sister, and spoke.

Wolf: “Well, brothers and sisters, | have on occasion smelled
these newcomers and | have seen them at a distance. As you
know, | am timid and quite shy. | avoid open spaces in the forest
as much as | can in order not to be seen. Let me now describe

_3_
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these newcomers. They are brownish in colour, have long dark
hair (no, | am not talking about our brother, Sasquatch), and walk
upright on two legs. They smell like gravy when they sweat, but
by golly, they leave something behind on the ground when they
squat. It smells so awful that one has to avoid walking on the trail.
l, for one, am mad because of what they are doing to our
environment with the trash and hot residue they leave behind. It
hurts when you step on it. I, for one, say we get rid of these
newcomers. They are pests and have no interest in our well
being. When they let something go, something sounding like a
burp, while standing up, it just smells awful. So, | say, brothers,
let’s get rid of these strange people before they destroy more of
our environment. That is all | have to say for now. Hopefully, I'll
just listen to what is being said and will abide by whatever
decision is made at this gathering. Thank you for being attentive,”

The Wolf sat down on its hind legs after having its say. He looked relaxed as the Wolf knew
he didn't have to speak anymore. Then the Bear got up and looked around. He looked up
and saw the Eagle perched up on the tree and asked if the Eagle had anything to say.

Bear: “Ah, our brother Eagle, maybe you have a few words to tell
us in your wisdom on how to deal with what our brother Wolf had
described.”

The Eagle looked down at everybody with its piercing eyes, flew down to the lower
branches, opened its beak, and spoke.

Eagle: “| am not going to say too much at this time, perhaps I'l
just listen and hear what our brothers and sisters have to say. |
am glad our brother Wolf was the first to speak and | too was
interested in what he had said. In the meantime, I'll just fly back to
my place at the top of this tree and act as a lookout for any sign
of trouble.”

The Eagle flew up to the top of the tree to do its responsibility as requested earlier and
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Bear: “Thank you brother Eagle. Now if there is anyone else who
wishes to speak, the field is open, heh! heh!”

The Bear sat down and wiped its forehead with its front paw, looked around, and
wondered who the next speaker would be. As he looked around, he saw this little animal,
sitting next to its mate, who stood up on its little hind legs. It may have been small, but she
had a powerful voice, liberal minded, enough to be heard by everybody. It was the Shrew,
smaller than a mouse, who spoke.
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Shrew: “Before | say anything and | do mean anything, | just want
to remind everybody present here that this meeting is one of
respect and one of our rules is to treat everybody equal no matter
who it is that we are talking about. | heard what our brother Wolf
has to say about these newcomers. I, along with my partner for
one believe that we should not get rid of these newcomers, but
rather helo them and teach them about respect for the

—6 —
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environment. | don’t agree with our brother Wolf. | know he
means well in what he said. |, too, have noticed when they camp
nearby, they have no idea on how to survive and what to do. So,
it is best that we pass on our knowledge and the gifts we have
been given by our Creator as well as the advice given to us by
Weesakeechak. We have to realize they are here to stay and they
are flexible with their body movements, something we can’t even
do. | say to everybody here, let us pass our gifts for their survival
on how to hunt, while at the same time we pass our knowledge
and the values given to us. That is all | have to say and | want to
thank everybody for giving me a chance to speak. | won't be able
to speak like this again because I'm such a small animal. It is just
that the Creator has given me this one time to speak loud and
voice my opinion.”

The Shrew sat down. Her mate tickled her tummy (she-giggled) as he was very proud of
her for standing up for the opinions and ideas she had just mentioned. Then the Bear got
up and spoke.

Bear: “Thank you, little sister, for your words of wisdom. Thank
you for reminding us about sharing and treating everyone as
equal. | am asking if anybody else wants to share the words they
may have.”

After having said his mind, the Bear sat down and waited for the next speaker. The Frog
Jumped out of the crowd to say a few words to the animals and the fish present.

Frog: “Whffft! Thank you, ifff | sound like I'm whistling, my
apologies it's not that I'm trying to offend anybody or get their
attention. It's just that I'm whistling at that good-looking frog
across from me by the shore heh! heh! (a few giggles from the
crowd)

First of all, | am glad to hear our little sister Shrew and her words
of wisdom. | think we should listen to her advice and help these
newcomers, since they are here to stay. | agree we should pass
on our gifts for their survival and take only what they need from
amongst us. | know it is not easy to do, but we have to maintain
our numbers, otherwise we will become overpopulated and
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starve ourselves. | know there are only so much of us that can go
around. At least if we share ourselves to them these newcomers
will have a chance to survive and will in turn assist us when the
time comes in the foreseeable future. That is all | have to say.
Thank you brothers and sisters.”

After the Frog looked across at another frog, the Frog sat down and blinked his eyes a few
times to get her attention.




5553335333333 3333333333333333333%30%0000004%027

— The Great Animal Debate —

Bear: “Thank you brother Frog for your advice. Your whistling

sounds did not offend anybody present here. Is there anyone else
who wishes to speak?”

The Bear again sat down to rest his weary feet and jo/nté from getting up all the time. Then
very unexpectedly, an animal got up and stood on all fours. This animal had no smile on its
face, just a glare and mean look. Of course, the next speaker was the Wolverine.

Wolverine: “| don’t have much to say, and as you know, | don’t
have the temper to be nice, but just this one time | will be. |
respect what our little sister Shrew said as well as our brother
Frog. Is it just my hearing (scratching its ears) or are we talking
about sharing ourselves to these newcomers? | don’t think | can
do that, as you all know, | am territorial. There is no way I'm going
to give up my territory to these newcomers. | don’t care what
they look like. As you know, | don’t smell very nice and | like being
who | am. I just like to be left alone in peace with my own territory,
my own brood, and myself. If these newcomers come close to
my territory, they will feel my bite and will wish they had never
seen me. They will know what the meanings of the words mean
or nasty are all about. That is all | have to say and | hope this
meeting comes to a close. | have many things to do, as you know

_9_
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| am a scavenger now and then, and being here is a waste of my
time. Patience is not one of my gifts.”

2 2 R R R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR R,

The Wolverine lay down after its speech and closed his eyes as if he was sleeping, but he
was very much aware of his surroundings. Then the Bear wearily got up again, and spoke
as usual.

_ 10 —

223




W

555853533333 3333333333333333333333333833348487

— The Great Animal Debate —

Bear: “Thank you, brother Wolverine for your honesty on how you
feel. There is not much we can do to rush the meeting for your
benefit. So, you’ll just have to do the best to control yourself
during this gathering. Now, | ask amongst our brothers and
sisters is there anyone else who wishes to speak?”

The Bear sat down, looked around, and noticed somebody in the water splashing its tail
along the shore. Then the Bear got up and introduced the next speaker.

Bear: “An, | notice somebody by the shore splashing their tail. Oh
yes, | do believe it is brother Sturgeon who wishes to speak for
the rest of the fish and | see he has brother Pike to act as speaker
for him.”

Pike: “I am speaking for our brother Sturgeon, since he can't
speak very well due to the size of his mouth. | am the one with
many teeth, so | will tell you what brother Sturgeon has signaled
to me using his tail and fins. Also, | want to thank our brother over
by the bank who is using hand signals to tell us what is being said
at this meeting since we can’t hear much as we feel movements
by vibrations in the water. So, | will tell you what our brother
Sturgeon has told me as relayed to him by the other inhabitants
who live in the water. He says that the water is being polluted
because of the waste thrown into the water by these newcomers.
He says some of our brothers have suffocated because the trash
thrown away is forming around the edge of our gills. We can’t
pass fresh oxygen through our gills. If this continues, our
numbers will decrease and the next generation will not fare much
better either. Brother Sturgeon agrees with what our little sister
said earlier about passing on our respect (for the land and water
and keeping them clean) to these newcomers who inhabit our
forests. Also, we are willing to share our knowledge and ourselves
for their survival should our numbers increase if they are careful
about where they throw their trash. That is all that our brother
Sturgeon has to say and | for one agree with him. Now excuse
me while | put my head back into the fresh water. | feel like my
gills are on fire from a lack of moisture.”

11—
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The Pike’s head disappeared into the water along with the Sturgeon’s.

Bear: “Thank you brother Pike for translating the words of our
brother Sturgeon. It is nice to hear that the river has its own
problems where pollution is concerned. | ask, if there is anybody
else, who wishes to voice their opinion, don’t be afraid to speak

up.”

The Bear sat down again, looked at the Eagle up in the tree, and then looked around the
circle. An unusual animal got up on its feet with its tail up. The Bear got up to address the

Bear: “| notice our brother Skunk getting up to speak. Before you
speak brother Skunk, can | ask you to lower your tail a bit, you
are not amongst enemies at this time, thank you.”

The Skunk complied as requested and lowered its tail.

Skunk: “Thank you, brother Bear for reminding me about my tail.
It is a natural habit that | keep it raised. | agree with what has
lbeen said around here at this meeting. If | hear right and | am
sure of it, | for one am willing to share the secret of my perfume
for protection and not to attract other company. However, | will

—12 _
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only do it to assist the newcomers and to help them use my gifts
for medicine. | know that we are seen as a nuisance because of
what we let out, but it doesn’'t mean we are that bad. We just
want to be accorded the same respect, just as | respect
everybody present here. | know that | am the first one to agree on
this sharing thing. | agree with our brother Frog who stated that
we have to keep our numbers at a balance. That is all | have to
say. Now excuse me for a minute while | go to the bush and let
one go because | get nervous or too excited when | have to
speak in front of an audience.”

— 13 —
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The Skunk wandered off into the bush and could be heard to let one off away from the
crowd. The smell was not that noticeable. After giving the Skunk time to let one go off in
the bush, the Bear got up and addressed the crowd.

Bear: “Thank you, brother Skunk for the lively speech you made.
We respect your opinion on how to help these newcomers. Also,
we thank you for your foresight in these manners. | have the
feeling, after hearing this speech, that more openness will be
forthcoming from our brothers and sisters.”

The Bear sat down and the crowd waited patiently for the next of their brothers or Sisters
to speak. It was surprising that the Wolverine was still keeping control of its temper,
although at times its sharp fangs were showing. But, hey, this was a meeting after all. As
the Wolverine lay there, his mind wondered off making some plans on how to scare and
avoid the newcomers. Unexpectedly, the next speaker was the Rabbit, standing there with

its big feet.

Rabhit: “First of all, | want to say that | am delighted having been
invited to this meeting. | want to thank brother Lynx for giving me
respect at present and allowing me to express my feelings. As
you all know | am weak and humble but when | reproduce, |
reproduce very quickly and in great numbers. Therefore, | fully
agree to share myself to these newcomers in order to survive. |
will pass on my knowledge about how to catch me and how | can
be used for clothing to help the newcomers keep the chill away
during the winter season. Also, my numbers will be kept in
balance, otherwise if there are too many of us, other smaller
brothers and sisters won't have enough plants left for them to
hide under. So, until somebody is chosen as a messenger to the
newcomers, | won't say too much for now. Thank you for now
and | will remain here to the end, until the meeting is over.”

2 ]
2
2
=]
2
o ]
9
=
=Y
=
=
iy
R
)
=)
o
=
==,
=
2]
2
=
=
=
=
=R

The Rabbit lowered itself to its front paws and waited for the next speaker. She distanced
herself from the Lynx as far as possible, as the Lynx kept looking at its sharp claws every
once in a while. Again, as part of the usual routine, the Bear patiently got up and asked
who wanted to volunteer and express themselves. Within the circle, the Lynx got up and
stood quietly staring at each animal, especially at the Rabbit (maybe wondering if he
should break up the meeting), but changed its mind and instead focused on the

proceedings.
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Lynx: “Thank you to all present for inviting me to this meeting. |
am not going to say much about my secrets on how to be caught
and as our sister Rabbit has said I'll just wait for the one to be
chosen as a messenger. Although, | have to say my fur would
make for rather nice warm clothing for somebody amongst the

newcomers. That is all | have to say for now.”

rs and sisters within the circle, his thoughts on the
ded everybody to keep themselves under control.
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Bear: “Thank you brother Lynx for having chosen your words
carefully. Also, | want to thank those present here for keeping
control of themselves. So, let’s keep it that way will you?”

The Bear sat down and waited for the next volunteer to speak. Amongst the circle was a
large animal standing by the shore listening to the proceedings. The Moose slowly put up
its head, as his antlers were somewhat heavy. Of course, the Moose was still chewing on
some plants and had to be reminded of this by the Beatr.

Bear: “Brother Moose, may | remind you that you can'’t talk with

your mouth full. It's not nice, so first please swallow what you are
chewing.”
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Since the Moose did not volunteer to say anything, the Moose swallowed what he was
chewing, smacked his lips, and decided to say a few words,

Moose: “Thank you, brother Bear for reminding me about
manners, as you know | am a bit slow up here, but my hearing
and smell are very keen. | will be frank with myself. | will help the
newcomers on how to use my being for clothing as necessary for
their survival. | will tell whoever is chosen of my secrets that will
be passed on to the newcomers. As a matter of interest, | did
sense their smell at one time. | had to get away to avoid them
and | did hear when they let one go but fortunately, | was not
close by the smell like our brother Wolf was. So, if you will excuse

me, | have to take a bite out of some water cress as | am hungry
because of my size.”

17 —
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The Moose standing along the shore resumed eating plants. Some of his brother and
sister animals at the meeting were annoyed by his lack of manners. But, they gave him pity
because of the Moose being slow up there.

Bear: “Brother Moose, | thank you for your freedom of expression.
You have the gift of an open mind.”

The next one who volunteered was the Beaver who decided that he was after all entitled to
a little bit of rest from work. The Beaver determined to attend this meeting only after he first
made sure his dam would not break open while he was away for a short while.

_ 18 —
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Beaver: “Hello brothers and sisters! Yes, | decided come and hear
what is being said. First, | want to apologize to some of you for
flooding your areas. You see | need all the water to survive,
especially for my brood. As | hear what is being said, | agree to
share my self to these newcomers who inhabit our forests. After
all, if my own kind increases their numbers and builds dams, a lot
of my brothers and sisters present here would be looking for high
ground in order to keep dry. | can't allow that to happen, can |!
Yes, at the end of this great meeting, | will pass on my knowledge
and what traps the newcomers will need to catch me. So, |
gather from my understanding that somebody will be chosen to
deliver our secrets. So, let it be, let it be. | will wait till then.”

The Beaver sat down along the shore to wait for the next speaker. He sat close to the
Moose who thought the Beaver was a brown plant and almost chewed him. The Beaver’s
tail came up and gave the Moose a gentle slap on the nose to remind the Moose that he
was only one of the participants at this important event. Then the Bear got up and thanked

the Beaver.

Bear: “Thank you brother Beaver for your frankness. | remind you
that | use water and | try to avoid your ancestral home as much
as | can. But, | can’t say the same to some of our brothers and
sisters. Yes, your apology is strongly noted. Now, | think it is
about time for the Goose to speak up for the other fowl who live
along the marshland by the saltwater. After all, it was the Goose
who reminded me to hold this meeting before heading south: to a
place that is warm, to a place to keep its feet warm, and maybe
to a place to get a tan around the neck a bit more. So, | now ask
the Goose to come forward to address the crowd.”

The Goose waddled up to shore with its neck and head straight and proceeded to
address the crowd.

Goose: “Thank you brother Bear for agreeing to have this meeting.
As you know, | speak for the other fowl who nest along the
saltwater. Since we do a lot of flying, we see many things that are
happening. This year there are not that many of us migrating
south because we lost many eggs to the newcomers for their
consumption. We are somewhat worried that if this keeps up next

_ 19 _
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year things may get bad as it is now. The newcomers don’t know
how to survive as we see them walking around collecting only
one egg. We feel sorry for them because of their lack of skills for
survival. Also, we know what they are doing to the environment is
affecting us somewhat as | heard our brother Wolf and brother
Pike describe based on their experiences. | am glad to hear what
our little sister has to say about sharing our gifts, our values, and
our respect for the land. So, before | fly away along with my
brothers, sisters, and others, | am willing to share some skills they
may use on how to hunt and use our feathers. Before we go, | will
approach the one chosen to act as a messenger to talk to the

newcomers. Thank you everybody present here for coming to this
meeting.”




——
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The Goose waddled back to the water because its feet were burning from the heat of the
sun. The Goose waited to see what would happen next. Before the Bear had the chance
to address the crowd, Robin Redbreast decided to share a few words with the rest of the
crowd.

Robin Redbreast: “| just want to say a few words before this
meeting is adjourned. As you know, | was chosen by our Creator
to sing to the land every morning and every evening. Also, the
Creator has given me the gift of singing to the spirits who have
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— The Great Animal Debate —

left us for the spirit world. | have covered some of the newcomers
(with leaves) who have left this world because of hardships, thus
the reason you hear me sing during the day. So, | say to you, do
not be afraid to give your self to help the newcomers who have
inhabited our forests for their survival. They are nice, as | have
seen them. | listen to their laughter, see their tears, and hear them
sing to the Creator. Brothers and sisters, do what you have to do
to help the newcomers for their survival. | am sure they will return
the favour by taking care of our forests and waters once they
know about the values given to us by our brother Weesakeechak
from our Creator. Thank you brothers and sisters for hearing me
out. | bid you well in your decision and in your journey.”

The Robin Redbreast joined the rest of the crowd next to her mate. Then the Bear got up,
looked up at the Eagle, and asked it to give a final word of advice. The Eagle flew down
and landed on the branch that he had vacated earlier.

Eagle: “Thank you, brother Bear. My sisters and brothers, | have
heard all that has been said at this meeting. All | can say is | agree
with our little sister for her words of wisdom reminding us to treat
everybody with respect and to treat each other as equals. It is
these two lessons we sometimes forget amongst ourselves. So, |
say in order to help the newcomers survive, we have to share
ourselves and pass on our knowledge. However, don’t forget that
they have to catch us first. We just can’t stand there and
approach them. They have to think about how to make traps and
weapons for their use and survival. Everyone present here has to
agree on whom to choose as a messenger to deliver these gifts
from each and every one of us to the newcomers. That is all |
have to say and now | have to go back up to my branch and be
on the lookout again.”

The Eagle flew up to the top of the tree and resumed its duty as a lookout. Then the Bear
got up and addressed the crowd.

Bear: “Thank you brother Eagle for your words of wisdom and for
your advice. Now all | ask of you is to choose someone from our
group who will approach the newcomers. Also, | want to thank
our brother Fox, who did the hand signals assisting our brothers
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Pike and Sturgeon on what was discussed here today at this
meeting. | am asking our brother Fox to stay around for a while at
least. Now | leave you to choose our messengers.”

The Bear sat down and looked around as the animals and the fow! started to confer
amongst themselves. You could hear the murmurs, howls, whistles, honking, and teeth
chattering as they decided who would be the chosen one. As the little Shrew looked
around the group, she noticed two animals who were not too focused during the meeting
as they were sleeping on and off. So, the Shrew got up and addressed the crowd for the
last time in a loud voice. All heads looked, even the Eagle looked down at her.

Shrew: “| know who will deliver the message to the newcomers.
All this time | kept wondering about it and then | noticed two
animals were not paying much attention during the meeting.”

The Bear looked at his little sister.

Bear: “Little sister, tell us who do we choose?”

Shrew: “We could send our brothers Cat and Dog, after all these
two never do much around the forest.”

As soon as the Cat and the Dog heard their names being mentioned, both looked up and
spoke simultaneously.
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Cat and Dog: “What?” “What did she say?”
Bear: “Thank you again little sister for being so observant.”
Dog and Cat: “Why us?”

The Bear got up, stared at the two animals, and spoke.
only thing you do is chase each other around all the time,
especially at night. With so much racket you two make, no one
can sleep. At night and during the day you scare the game away

for those of us who have to eat. Brother Dog, you don't even

Bear: “Why, you asked? I'll tell you why little sister is right. The l
hunt for your food or look for a place to stay. Brother Cat, you
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even keep teasing brother Dog. It is no wonder you two are
always running around. There is no peace when the two of you
are around. Therefore, should everyone present here agree, the
two of you will deliver the message to the newcomers with two
legs. That is all | have to say, now sit down the both of you.”

Both the Dog and the Cat sat down and of course went back to sleep as both were still
tired. The rest of the animals let them be and all agreed they would be the messengers.
Once the Dog and the Cat were informed of the decision, the meeting ended. Then the
Bear got up and spoke to all gathered.

Bear: “Thank you brothers and sisters for taking your time to
attend this meeting. Now that we have all agreed on who is to
deliver our message to the newcomers in our forests, to assist
them in their survival, and to be our protectors of the land and the
water, | say that we have done well.

Now | would like to close this meeting with a few words of
thanksgiving to our Creator. Creator, we thank you for giving us
your wisdom through our hearts. We thank you for this day and
for finding our true feelings of worth for helping the newcomers.
Now as we leave this meeting with dignity, may you look after
your brothers and sisters present here as they make their journey
in life.

Now my brothers and sisters, it is time for a feast followed by a
dance.”

All the animals headed toward the middle of the circle where the food was piled up and
each experimented with food and plants they had never eaten before. The feast went well.,
The Cat and the Dog ate the leftovers. After the feast, the animals couldn’t find a musician
to play tunes for the dance. So, they approached the Bear for guidance.

Weasel: “Excuse me, brother Bear, can you help us find an animal
to play tunes for the dance?”
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Bear: “Can somebody go and find the Mole family to play music
for us? They must be out there somewhere digging a hole as
usual for their hibernation.”

One of the animals went out into the forest to get the Mole family. While this was going on,
the animals conversed amongst themselves. Later, the Mole family walked out from the
forest into the clearing carrying what looked like a musical instrument and sat down close
to the edge of the clearing.

The whole Mole family was well known to play all kinds of musical instruments. These were
later improved as the decades went by and are similar to the Instruments that we have

today. Before the family started to entertain, the Mole asked the Bear if he could say a few
words.
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Mole: “My family and | are happy to be asked to come and
entertain amongst our friends in this forest. | want to reming you,
my friends, that in the future we will use dreams to pass on our
musical talents to the newcomers. In the future, there will rise
amongst the newcomers, entertainers to entertain  amongst
themselves. Of course, there will be one amongst them, a great,
great grandson amongst the newcomers who wil have an
unusual name (something to do with covering their feet to keep
them warm) who will follow in my footsteps. That is all and now
for the entertainment. | hope everybody will have 3 good time.”

Bear: “Thank you, brother Mole for your words and your music.”
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— The Great Animal Debate —

The animals passed on their stories through dreams about Weesakeechak and his
behaviour towards each animal in the forest thereby passing on the storytelling tradition to
the newcomers. Each story with its own morals and values was a lesson intended for
future generations to follow. These stories have yet to be told.
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